
 

Advent Prayer Witness 

 

 

Leader: We stretch out our arms in prayer for our immigrant sisters 

and brothers, O God.  

Extendemos nuestros brazos en oración por nuestras hermanas y 

hermanos inmigrantes, oh Dios 

We lift up our souls in praise and prayer to you, O God.  

Elevamos nuestras almas en alabanza y oración a ti, oh Dios 

      

Opening Prayer:  
 

Most Loving God, today you call us to 

welcome the members of your family who 

come to our land to escape oppression, 

poverty, persecution, violence, and war.  

Oh God, help us by your grace to embrace all 

immigrants as our own brother and sister too 

work for peace and justice for ALL in our 

community. AMEN

Dios amoroso, hoy tú 

nos llamas a acoger a 

miembros de su 

familia que llegan a nuestra tierra escapando la 

opresión, la pobreza, la persecución, la violencia 

y la guerra.  

O Dios, ayúdanos con tu gracia, para que 

podamos abrazar a cada uno de tus hijos como 

nuestro propio hermano y hermana y trabajar por 

la paz y la justicia para TODOS en nuestra 

comunidad.  AMEN.

Hymn:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

Reading: Advent Reflection - St. Camillus Immigrant Support/Advocacy Network, Silver 

Spring, MD

 

Hope is the focus for the 1st week of Advent 

…and it may be hard to fathom in this time 

of detentions, deportations and an “attempt 

to terrorize  the community of immigrants” 

(Cardinal McElroy). In the light of our faith, 

hope is not an optimistic feeling that denies 

the current painful realities. Rather, as 

Thomas Merton teaches, hope is a verb. In 

hope we take action and make changes in 

our community based on God’s call of love, 

peace, and justice. Pope Francis says hope is 

not an individual act, but action by a         

Community. Hope is a collective action. 

 

La Esperanza es el infoque del primer de semana 

de Adviento…et puede parecer dificil de 

comprender en este tiemo de detenciones, 

deportaciones y de lo que el cardenal McElroy 

llam ado “un intent de aterrorizar la communidad 

immigrante.” A la luz de nuestra fe,  la 

Esperanza no es un sentimiento oprimita que 

ignora last realidades dolorosas del presente.  

Mas bien, como ensena Thomas Merton, la 

Esperanza es un verbo. En esperanza actuamos  y 

promovemos cambios en el  llamado de Dios al 

amor, la paz y la justicia.  El papa Francisco 

afirma que la Esperanza es un acto comunitario. 

 

Silent Reflection – (5 min) Look for opportunities to share a vision of hope with others and use 

our voices to promote compassionate and dignified treatment of our brothers and sisters who are 

immigrants. That is where we can live and find hope to continue the journey. 

Testimonial:  If you have a testimonial from an immigrant, share it here. 

 

 



Prayer of Petition  

 

Leader: We pray for safety and protection for those forced to flee their homes due to violence, 

poverty, persecution or disaster:  God of solidarity, hear our prayer 

 -Oramos por el consuelo, la seguridad y la protección de los niños migrantes separados de sus 

familias: Dios de solidaridad, escucha nuestra oración. 

 

We pray for all those working in solidarity for justice for migrants, for security for new arrivals, 

for welcome from communities in which migrants live: God of solidarity, hear our prayer.  

-Oamos por todos aquellos que trabajan en solidaridad por la justicia para los migrantes, por la 

seguridad de los recién llegados, por la bienvenida de las comunidades en las que viven los 

migrantes, Dios de solidaridad, escucha nuestra oración. 

 

We pray for all those caught unjustly in the net of immigration raids, those held without warrants 

in detention, those with anxiety because they will be in court today: God of solidarity hear our 

prayer.  

-Oramos por todos aquellos atrapados injustamente en la red de las redadas de inmigración, 

aquellos detenidos sin orden judicial, aquellos con ansiedad porque hoy compareceran ante el 

tribunal: Dios de solidaridad, escucha nuestra oración. 

 

Leader: I now invite your petitions, in silence or aloud. 

Ahora les invito a compartir sus propias peticiones, en silencio o en voz alta. 

 

Reading – Romans 5:2-5     

Through Jesus we have gained access by faith to the grace in which we now stand, and we boast 

of our hope for the glory of God. But not only that—we even boast of our afflictions! We know 

that affliction makes for endurance, and endurance for tested virtue, and tested virtue for hope. 

And this hope will not leave us disappointed, because the love of God has been poured forth in 

our hearts! 

"Por quien también tenemos entrada por la fe a esta gracia en la cual estamos firmes, y nos gloria

mos en la esperanza de la gloria de Dios. Y no solo esto, sino que también nos gloriamos en las tr

ibulaciones, sabiendo que la tribulación produce paciencia; y la paciencia, carácter; y el carácter, 

esperanza. Y la esperanza no avergüenza, porque el amor de Dios ha sido derramado en nuestros 

corazones por el Espíritu Santo que nos fue dado." 

 

Reflection: (5 min)  Think of the ways in which we are keeping hope alive for our immigrant 

brothers and sisters. Pray these aloud if you wish. 

 

Closing Prayer: God, you call us to be your hands and feet in the world. Fill us with hope and 

send us now to act with courage, to love without borders, to welcome without fear,  

and to speak out for justice. Amen. 
 

Closing Song:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel

 

Before we depart, let us offer one another a Sign of 

Peace AND if there is someone here you do not know, 

take a moment to introduce yourself. 
 

Prayer by Marie Chiodo and Cheryl Nicols, St. Camillus Parish’s 

(Silver Spring, MD) Immigrant Support and Networking Committee 
 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=eb37e02c34ccad03dd3dd471502b629e052fa5ef3093408298bf13d71838b7e9JmltdHM9MTc2NDU0NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3a49a700-c90e-6029-3b1c-b1b5c8526120&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGUuY29tL2VzL2JpYmxlLzE0OS9ST00uNS5ydnIxOTYw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=eb37e02c34ccad03dd3dd471502b629e052fa5ef3093408298bf13d71838b7e9JmltdHM9MTc2NDU0NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3a49a700-c90e-6029-3b1c-b1b5c8526120&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGUuY29tL2VzL2JpYmxlLzE0OS9ST00uNS5ydnIxOTYw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=eb37e02c34ccad03dd3dd471502b629e052fa5ef3093408298bf13d71838b7e9JmltdHM9MTc2NDU0NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3a49a700-c90e-6029-3b1c-b1b5c8526120&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGUuY29tL2VzL2JpYmxlLzE0OS9ST00uNS5ydnIxOTYw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=eb37e02c34ccad03dd3dd471502b629e052fa5ef3093408298bf13d71838b7e9JmltdHM9MTc2NDU0NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3a49a700-c90e-6029-3b1c-b1b5c8526120&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGUuY29tL2VzL2JpYmxlLzE0OS9ST00uNS5ydnIxOTYw
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=eb37e02c34ccad03dd3dd471502b629e052fa5ef3093408298bf13d71838b7e9JmltdHM9MTc2NDU0NzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3a49a700-c90e-6029-3b1c-b1b5c8526120&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmlibGUuY29tL2VzL2JpYmxlLzE0OS9ST00uNS5ydnIxOTYw

