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Prayer 
in Honor of 

Blessed Mary Theresa of Jesus 

Almighty and merciful God, you 
chose Blessed Mary Theresa of 
Jesus, virgin, as gifted educator lo 
contribute to shaping Christian life 
in family and society. Through her 
intercession enable us lo proclaim 
the good news of salvation ond lo 
work together for the coming of 
your kingdom of love in its fullness. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever cmd ever. Amen. 

This booklet has been published in Baltimore. Mar� rland 
Editor: Sister Marie Michelle Walsh 
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Gentile. Walsh 
Quotations of Mother Theresa arc from her letters and 

from the biography by Sister Liobgid Ziegler. 

For 150 years School Sisters of Notre Dame have im

itated the example of their foundress in carrying out 
Christ's command: "Go out to the whole world and 
preach the good news." It was then fitting that on 

November 17, 1985, approximately 900 sisters from 

"the whole world" came together in Rome to honor 

their mother and to hear the Holy Father proclaim her 

"Blessed Mary Theresa of Jesus Gerhardinger." 

Planes, trains, and buses converged in Rome from 

November 13 to 17, bringing not only the sisters, but 
also about 3000 other "pilgrims." The largest con
tingent - about 500 sisters, 1000 students, and 1000 
friends of the sisters - arrived in special trains from 
Bavaria, Mother Theresa's home province. The sisters 

from North America extended their pilgrimage to in
clude three days in Germany, where they visited places 

associated with Mother Theresa. 

The focal point of the pilgrimage was, of course, the 

great day in the basilica of St. Peter. In the tradition of 

high ecclesiastical feasts, however, the tribute to 
Mother Theresa also included a vigil and a triduum of 

thanksgiving. This booklet commemorates the events 

that made these five days such a significant part of 
SSND history. 
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