
 

 
 

Racism and Human Trafficking 
 

Did You Know…? 

• In the United States, it is estimated that non-white persons account for nearly 85 percent of 
trafficking victims, though they comprise only 40 percent of the population. 

• Research shows that “Indigenous women and girls comprise only 4% of the Canadian 
population, while the literature reports that they make up 30% to 70% of [trafficking] victims.” 

• While everyone is a potential victim of human trafficking, risk is increased by socioeconomic 
factors such as poverty, housing insecurity, limited education, and exposure to violence and 
addiction.  

o These vulnerabilities describe communities of color in far greater numbers than white 
communities due in large part to systemic discrimination and historical trauma. 

 Canada 

 United States 

o Statistically speaking, as noted by U.S. anti-trafficking organization Polaris, “The odds of 
people in trafficking situations being ‘in your backyard,’ actually depends a lot on the 
neighborhood … and on the economic wellbeing of your neighbors.” 

• Though racialized fantasies motivate a large percent of sex work and sexual exploitation, white 
women (or their traffickers) are paid more for services than women of color. 

• People of color who are victims of trafficking often receive less media attention than white 
victims and are more likely to be treated as criminals rather than victims. 

• Migrant workers in the United States and Canada experience high levels of trafficking, their risk 
exacerbated by discriminatory immigration policies. 

 

To learn more and take action… 

 

• In Canada 

• In the United States 

 

AMSSND Commitments 

and 
the 

https://polarisproject.org/2018-us-national-human-trafficking-hotline-statistics/
https://polarisproject.org/2018-us-national-human-trafficking-hotline-statistics/
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045218
https://www.nwac.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2014_NWAC_Human_Trafficking_and_Sexual_Exploitation_Report.pdf
http://www.vawlearningnetwork.ca/our-work/briefs/brief-36.html
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2655840
https://polarisproject.org/blog/2020/04/covid-19-may-increase-human-trafficking-in-vulnerable-communities/
https://vimeo.com/426080138/144c6fe0a5
https://www.cnn.com/2019/11/03/us/missing-children-of-color-trnd/index.html
https://www.uclalawreview.org/racial-roots-human-trafficking/
https://www.aclu.org/other/human-trafficking-modern-enslavement-immigrant-women-united-states
https://ccrweb.ca/en/migrant-workers
https://ccrweb.ca/en/about-trafficking-1
https://ccrweb.ca/en/about-trafficking-1
https://polarisproject.org/take-action/
https://polarisproject.org/take-action/


For Reflection… 
 

 

      by Porsche Kelly 
 

 

Creator God, 
 
You have made every person in your image. Help us to see the beauty and dignity of each of our 
brothers and sisters, especially those who are victims or survivors of human trafficking. 
 
Jesus Christ—Savior and Redeemer, 
 
You came to bring freedom to the captives and to heal the brokenhearted. Liberate us, we pray, from 
the racial prejudices that have burrowed into our psyches, so that we can carry out your mission in our 
own place and time. 
 
Holy Spirit—Advocate, 
 
Move our hearts with compassion and conviction to work for justice and freedom for all people. 
 
In the name of the Blessed Trinity, 
Amen. 

Prayer 

https://practicalactivism.ucsc.edu/news-events/news/spoken-word-2017.html

