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ON THE COVER: Sister Edmund
Cullen gathers with students

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
School in Roxbury, MA. S.
Edmund worked at OLPH as a
teacher from 1914-57, and she
continued to live there after she
retired, from 1957 until 1970.

Stewardship Report 2018

HE SCHOOL SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME STARTED IN BAVARIA IN 1833,

when Blessed Theresa Gerhardinger and two other young women began

living a common religious life. In the 185 years since then, SSNDs have

expanded across Europe, into North America, and to the far reaches of
the globe, bringing learning opportunities to millions, many of whom might not
otherwise have had a chance at an education.

Brave women have always led the congregation. Our congregation has always
been a place where women aspired to make the most of their talents in service to
God and others, even when belief systems or cultures do not normally extend such
privileges to them. Generation after generation, the sisters educated others to
follow in their footsteps, carrying on the tradition of the School Sisters to empower
all persons to reach their highest potential. While this report takes a brief glance
back at the past, most of it focuses on our current ministries and how our sisters
are still making a difference through education in collaboration with others.

Although the number of sisters in active ministry is diminishing, they are no less
enthusiastic about continuing the example of the SSNDs who went before them.
“We educate, advocate, and act in collaboration with others for the dignity of
life and the care of all creation,” they declare in the Directional Statement of the
24th General Chapter.

Collaborations with others grow more important as time goes by. There is a vibrant
young generation that is also striving to preserve the dignity of life and assure the
care of all creation. Through our sponsored and co-sponsored ministries, associate
relationship, and justice and peace activities, as well as our ongoing vocations
outreach, we have had the opportunity to meet many of them. Yet we know there
are still many new ways to connect with those who will carry our mission into the
future. We encourage you to visit us on our website (amssnd.org) and on social
media, to share with us your stories of the work you do in the name of the School
Sisters of Notre Dame and to tell us how we can help.

We are looking to act in collaboration with others for the dignity of life.
We hope our future collaborations will include you.
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